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“I’ll bring it in when it’s ready.”

Better not lurk near food. Going back through the passage, Sarah saw Gibb leaning behind Valerie,
speaking in her ear. Rebecca watched with her lips pinched in a seam. From the double seat, Jacob signalled
that there was a place for her. He was sweet. She couldn’t help going over and taking it, pinching herself into
the smallest space possible and smiling back at him.

He leaned toward her to speak. “You can call me Jake.”

“After so little acquaintance, sir? I hardly know if it’s appropriate.” She couldn’t help it. They’d seen one
another every school day for a year and teasing came easily. His face fell.

“No, no forget I said that. I"'m honoured, Jake. If I had a nickname, you could use it. I’ll even let you give
me one.”

That sweet smile again. “I’ll work on it.”

#

“He said I needed a brassiere!” Valerie cried, humiliated yet trying to keep her voice down inside the

m

3

Bear trap, locks changed 4
Gibb begins sexually
suggestive discussion
with Valerie and Rebecca.
Jacob flirts, opens a
line of communication.
Girls go to bed alarmed.
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